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Founders Keepers
Upcoming Events
 May 24 & 25 Library
closed (Memorial Day)
 June 15 Summer Session begins
 June 25-30 American
Library Association
annual conference
 July 3-4 Library closed
(Independence Day)

Going to the Dogs...again
On Monday, May 4, and
Wednesday, May 6,
Newfoundland dogs
Shurlee and Gladus
brought their owners
Lynette and Mike Hillier
to Founders Memorial
Library to visit with students during finals.
Shurlee and Gladus
were like rock stars,
mobbed on the way to
the Library and delayed
by fans until they were
rescued by a sugges-

tion that all the students gathered around
the newfies move indoors. We had a large
number of students
stop by during the
hours the dogs were
visiting, and several of
the students were actually afraid of dogs. They
watched others interacting with the dogs,
asked many questions,
and most of these students eventually

petted the dogs. I
had thought this
would be an opportunity for a study
break for those who
enjoyed dogs, not an
opportunity for those
who didn’t like dogs
to approach them.
We hope all the students carried some
positive feelings into
their finals!
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Technical Services Makes the Move, by Jana Brubaker
When Acquisitions and Cataloging merged almost six years ago, we realized that we could work more efficiently
together if we merged our physical space, as well. This finally happened about three weeks ago when the Technical Services Department moved to the south end of the space we had previously occupied. The department
also spread into Room 81, which was previously a storage area.
Preparation for the move took several months, and Susan Kapost, working with our project manager, Belinda
Roller, put an incredible amount of thought and work into ensuring that the move went smoothly. Wanda Enburg
and Nancy Adams also contributed to the planning. Everyone in the department was flexible and patient, and we
think it went well. Most importantly, we have settled in quickly and are back in operation!
Pat Arne and Teresa Jacobsen have kindly provided us with some photos and Rodney Neace provided the panoramic views.

BEFORE

AFTER

And the very empty north side
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More Technical Services Move Photos
RIGHT: Metal wall frame of what is
now Wanda Enburg’s new office
(April, 2015).

LEFT: Workers putting on the finishing
touches before the April 27 move.

RIGHT: Taking down of the Conference
Rm 55 walls (April 2015).
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Getting to Know...Kathy Ladell
My name is Kathy Ladell
and I am the new Outreach Librarian. I started my position on May
4th after working at
Northlake Public Library
full time for seven years.
I also worked part time
at Harper College, mostly on the weekends. My
favorite part of my job is
working with students
and getting out into the
university community as
well as the community
at large. I am really excited about my new position and look forward to
getting to know the campus, students and

staff at Founders Library.
Not many people know
that I am one of eight
children in my family. I
have six older siblings
and one younger one.
The oldest four are boys
and the latter four are
girls. People sometimes
assume that this means
that I grew up on a farm
but I grew up in Madison, Wisconsin. Growing up I didn’t have too
much personal space
since my family of ten
shared a 1200 square

foot house. My mom
was amused when
people asked if we ate
and slept in shifts!
NOTE: Kathy’s office is
145F, her phone number
is 815-753-5290, and
her email is
kladell@niu.edu.

Kathy as “Frenchie”

The Last Word
One of my favorite
things about spring is
gardening. I have perennials and wildflowers.
Although the wildflowers
are mostly volunteers, a
certain amount of weeding, transplanting, and
adding are required
even among those
plants. Of course, the
squirrels dig out and
transplant bulbs with
their own purposes in
mind…
So it is with library collections, as well. I have
always liked the term
“weeding” for deselec-

tion. In a garden, you
take out those plants
that are unwanted, not
thriving, or don’t fit in a
particular area. What we
do in a library collection
is much the same: items
that don’t fit the collection, aren’t being used,
or would fit better in
another area are moved
or removed. And like a
flower bed, what is remaining is easier to see
and appreciate. My favorite weeding story is
the time I had moved
several older items out
of the Education section

of the reference collection where I worked, and
a relatively new librarian
asked if I had purchased
“a bunch of new stuff.” I
hadn’t purchased anything new in that area
for several months, but
the gems of the collections were easier to see
and access than they
had been when crowded
with outdated volumes.
That weeding was a satisfying summer project.
What projects do you
have planned for this
summer?

